frd feb 2016

if Not Now, then When? If Not Us, then Who?

The SFI strongly condemns the bogus “council meeting” called by the JNUSU Joint Secrétary of the ABVP and thoroughiy
sejects the “resolutions” passed in that bogus meeting. The SFI holds that the so-called council meeting was held in utter
sontravention of the JNUSU constitution and considers this recent attempt of the ABVP to dismember campus democracy
further as nothing but a thoroughly shameful attempt to gain some cheap publicity. Completely devoid of popular support,
ihe ABVP will continue to resort to such tactics to mislead the student community in the campus. The ABVP's commitment
\or the lack of it) to the Indian constitution is clear when we consider that even out of the "resolutions” passed in the bogus
souncil meeting, there is not a mention of regret or even a condemnation of the violent incidents which made attempts at
Uom. Kanhaiya's life in the Patiala House court. The SF states it unequivocally that such brazen violation of the INIL!
sonstitution and the subversion of the democratic processes enshrined therein will .10t be tolerated by the progressive stu-
dent community in JNU- and the ABVP will face the wrath of the students in the coming days.

Helease Com, Kanhaiya unconditionally, withdraw the Sedition Cﬁergee on all the students!
Unite against the ‘Media trial' to specifically target Umar Khalid!

Il has been mare than 2 week since Com. Kanhaiya was picked up under the draconian Section 124 A of the Indian Penal
Uode on charges of Sedition. Along with Com. Kanhaiya, comrades Anant, Ashutosh, Rama Naga, Anirban and Umar
halid have been charged under the same “crime”. Media has been specifically targeting and profiling Umar Khalid. The
. GF| holds this step draconian and believes thai such aliempis were not only underiaken only 1o terrorize the vibrant stu-
dent movement in the campus. Ever since the BJP came to power at the center, it has wanted to target JNU for its left-
‘2aning political atmosphere and the events of 9t of February, 2016 were used as a pretext to unleash the worst of state
‘eprossion on the student activists in JNU.

The slapping of sedition charges defies all juridical logic because according to the Kedamath vs State of Biliar rasr
1962, the Supreme Court considerably narrowed the ambit of Section 1244 to only hold those matters that the intention or
endency to incite public violence as being punieheble under this section.” Mere sloganeering cannot be considered as a
seditious activity as stated by many eminent lawyers and lawyer activists. Furthermore, historically the charges of seditiun
iave always been used to target political opponents by the party in power with the most recent instance of which was the
sase involving folk sing Kovan who wrote and performed a song against AIADMK led Tamil Nadu Governments propensity
i promote alchohol as against public welfare. Civen these considerzticns, the SFl demands that the charges of sedition
slapped on the six comrades be immediately revoked. Furthermore SFI firmly believes that there is no place for a law like
section 124 A in a democracy like India. | 47 S :

itevoke the suspension of the student leaders! No enquiry until return of normalcy! 3

The recent right wing onslaught in the campus has been multi-faceted in its threats. On the one hand, the students of the
Jniversity had to contend with the murderous mobs of RSS which keep visiting the campus gates everyday seeking a
ihutting down of the campus and the "ever vigilant" Delhi Police cracking down on students for their “crime” of “looking like
JNU students" while on the other hand they had to contend with the administration which has completely surrendered it-
4elf to the BJP fed Central Goverpment. Ever since the incidents of 9" February, the administration has acted as hyel '*Eh.r
uf the RSS in helping it crackdown on its own students. From the draconian blanket permission given to the Delhi Police
gnter into the campus whenever they choose to crackdown on “anti-national” activities and.the farcical enquiry commities
hat was constituled with three teachers owing their allegiance to the RSS to dissuading e'fuderits from joining the protests



on Thursday, the aZministration has played its part to perfection in the script written for JNU by the RSS. This farcical com-
mittee has arbitrarily suspe ded eight student leaders of the university during the enquiry without any rhyme or reason,

Ihe SFl demands that the sispensinn of the students concernad be immediately revoked, and a iresh enquiry committee
tomprising of members from the JNUSU and JNUTA, along with representatives from the big schools and GSCASH be
fonstituted to look into the matter in a free and fair manner. Sush an enquiry should also include the violence perpetrated
by the ABVF goons on formier minister Anand Sharma on the 13" of February, 2016 and the instance of hacking of the
University library web site and the guilty in these cases should be brought to bnok.

Furthermore, the SFI would like to clearly state that any entuicy i this regard should only be carriad forth only after return
af normalcy to the campus. For this, the first step should be that the university revokes the blanket permission given to the
Uelhi police to crackdown on “anti-national” student activities in the manner in which they prefer.

ne SFl appeals to the student community to rally behind the left and democratic sections in the ongoing struggle against
He recent fascist siege on JNU and continue to strengthen the movement further. What is stake is not merely the future of
JNU but also the future of the country. '
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