WHY I AM DOING WHAT I AM: THE INDEFINITE
HUNGER STRIKE CONTINUES

\DEFEAT THE BRAHMANICAL LEFT TO ESTABLISH
MARXISM WITH AN AMBEDKARITE VISION

Date: - 04 February, 2016

Fricnds, 1 Jitendra Kumar have been sitting on an indefinite hunger strike since the last 7 davs undes
the INUSUs call. THowever on the mght of 17 Feln wary 2016, the INUSL cimg certaun spurions logic
withdrew its call ol the hunger stinke, to which T dissented. T dissented and T continued with the

indefinite hunger strike.

Fricuds, we all we well avaure of the situation ol an undeckired emergency prevalent in this country

simee the ascendance of the Maodi govt 1o power. There is a clamp down upon all our fundamental

rights, the nght to expression; right to dissent & protest; nght to ranonality all have been tossed out of

the window. In such a lasaist regme the evervday lives of the marginalized communities has become
even more traumatized. The dalies, adivasis, women, religious & sexual mmorities are being branded,
hunted and jailed. Flowever, one should not nustake this as a new phenomenon. The homifying and
de-digiilyving existence ol these commumities has been the violent reality of the state and society for
ages. [n recent tmes these contradictions are exposmg their venomous fangs with complete impunity.
The exclusion and discrmination that used to oceur implieth and exphently in the society are now
firmily set i the most unabashed manner. Horridvingly dus violence of the powers to be is agpressively

being re-encoded i an institutionalized nanner. The bralimanical arrogance has inliltrated the state

and society equally. Spaces that we earlier thought ol as being democratic and progressive are ilew
breedimg grounds ol these Escast forces. The crudest merdent that occurred e close proxumy to us

has been the witch-hunting and subsequent murder of our lellow gpudent Vemula Robath m FICTT.

In solidarine with the ongoing protests m HCU by the evicted comrades who were for days sitting in
dlizvna and slecping under the (Ji)L'I:-l skv, T e a call for a ‘mght vigl’ hiere m JNU, 0 whose
sohidarity many organizations, political activists and students participated. Smnlar calls were taken up
in many many more campuses i places like Mumbai, Bangalore, Kolkata and so on. Unfortunately
while these struggles were shaping up, we got the unfortunate news ol the “suicide’ of Rohith. Most o
us who rationally analvsed the situanon immediately understood that this was not a case of suicide
rather 1 s a case ol well orchestated murder i winch the HOU admimstratton as well as the state
appawatus 15 equally miplicated. The hindutva crinnnals killed Roluth. However I do not sece Comrade
Roluth's death as o defear rather T see it as the seed ol resistance sowed by him who visualized 2
heantiul dream for homanin, Tlos inadence 15 not just the question ol one student, one cunpus, one
Pyadit, one Rolithe it vaises questions of this sociens o which we, the manamnmalized strugele 1o exist. Andd

the movement aganst tas |>t'Lnn|ll_\' I not o HI1'1|-.;-.;|.c' of TICT adone. The ANECT meied by lis n_ull'l]\'l'

took torm ol a4 naton-wide movement where o boge section o the student commumty was out on the
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Jomt-Aetion Conunitiees (JACH was-tormed- across the—commtoveto-butdrmovement to-challense the
brahmanical powers that killed Rohith with complete impunity. Vanous protest calls were taken up
across the comrv. Tere i Dellin. we bad protests within owe eampus, protest maches 1o
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wi strike w FIOUD wath the demands that Appa
Rao, Dattarcva and Smriti Irzan must immediaely resign from their posts and eviminal procecedings

should be mitated aginst them. In solidarite with tus call longer strikes begay in many places across
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LI COMINTY. piere m pein, m the JAC there was a proposal to untede a hunger st

aprcement on this mothe JAC, The INUSE however thoushit it was important 1o begm the hunge

stiake and iheretfore went ahead with it under 1ts own banner. [ joined the eall of the INUST e ]
thought that we already Teve baed 2 series of protests i Dellin and now it was time 1o escalate o
resistance and move forwvard i another mode of stsele COhmanizations ke the AISA, DS and

too jomed moat the call of the JNUSEL The INUSU gave the call Tor indefinite hunger sivike in

sohdarty with commades i TICU Thongh there was an initial .-;‘H\u[tr\_nl ihai the site of the fn

consensus’ emerged it the lnnger sirike shml!d contmue within [\I' sell. Despite miv resemvations
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about this move I placed mv wrust 1o the INUSU @ legitimate body elected by us all, it channelizing the

movement i a positive direction. However on the nishit of 17 February the INUSU called ofl the

s eiting a very spunoas and false logic that the hunger sivike in HOU has been called ol

therefore hunger sinke here too would be called off, \When the fact of the matter remains thar this was
4 lalse reporting, hunger sirike contnues i the THOUL comades are sitting in relay hunger strike

¢ iJ]'l'liI'lHU{ihl_'\'.

In solidarity with my dissent, Comrade Anubhuthi and Conwade Birendra have joined in lor the
mdelinite hunger strike; they are now in the third day of it 1 appeal to the wider stadent conmmnit
too, 1o come m sohdante and jom i mass relay hunger strike. While being part of the movement to
ensure justice for Rolith, we also must attempt 0 re=clim our tools of stugsle, The hunser strike
which 1s an important wol i struggles has been reduced to a joke on this campus. Itis time tha this
neutralized tool 1s ve-cnergized and culled out fron its n,a\\m framework in such a manner (hat these

will add-on 1 our sorugeles.

“The value of a man was reduced to his immediate identity and
nearest possibility. To a vote. To a number. To a thing. Never
was a man treated as a mind. As a glorious thing made up of
stardust. In very field, in studies, in streets, in policics, and in

dying and living” ---Vemula Rohith
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Sd/-Jitendra Kum




