ROHITH VEMULA: THIS IS NOT SUICIDE BUT AN INSTITUTIONAL MURDER!
The institutional murder of Rohith Vemula and shameless act of police and administration reveal the deep rooted casteist nature of our society and the growing fascist onslaught in the country. The Brahaminical, patriarchal and fascist administration and faculty forced Rohith, a bright student, a beaming writer and a political activist to take such extreme step. Rohith along with four students and other members of Ambedkar Student’s Association has firmly stood against the fascist government and autocratic, authoritarian administration of HCU in the past. As was expected these five students were made target of the casteist and Hindutvawadi administration for their political activities. His scholarship has been stopped since July, social boycott was imposed on them and finally these five students were thrown out of the hostel. Unable to afford a room in the city, they would stay outside the campus in make-shift tents. These five students repeatedly conveyed this fact to the administration even then they didn’t pay any heed; plainly because they were determined to teach them a lesson as these students have raised their voice of dissent. 
Every time we read the last words of this budding writer who wanted to become someone like Carl Sagan and write about the mysterious universe and sparkling stars, plunge us into deep anguish and regret; what is this society we are living in? All tall claims of “modernity” and “progress” are mere rhetoric; these are plastic makeup; deep inside our society is nauseating, revolting, hideous and violent; the oppressive and regressive cast system with its peculiar kind of internal dynamism has survived since ages; it has killed, burned, raped, tortured and murdered lakhs in the history and continues to do so at present. The Khap Panchayats and the Caste Panchayats proudly claim their existence parallel to the so called modern world; Dalit women, men and children face caste atrocities, humiliation, segregation and oppression in the villages and in the cities. The same caste atrocity can be seen in the academic institutions. However, here the atrocity cannot take such a direct form hence they cover it under the name of merit, language and knowledge. The people coming from underprivileged caste, class, region, religion and linguistic background are harassed, isolated, humiliated and castigated in thousands and different ways. Every year many students in universities, medical and engineering colleges commit suicide due to cast based discriminations. The Thorat Committee report gazed directly into the eyes of the so called “progress” and “modernity” of our society. Deep rooted caste baggage relentlessly operates not just at the back of the mind but exhibit in a direct manner. 
This whole tragic incident reveals one more aspect of the current status of university campus. Being spaces of dissent, democratic, progressive and justice loving students have always posed a challenge to regressive, undemocratic and reactionary ideas. And under the present autocratic, authoritarian regime stronger attempts have been made to silence dissent; the democratic spaces within the campuses are shrinking with every passing day. Currently every leading educational institutions are headed by people who are either directly affiliated to Sangh Parivar or to its forums or wings; we have example of IIT, ICHR, FTII, Lalit Kala Academy, HCU and now JNU. Through their vindictive and inexorable measures the fascist Modi government trying to vanish the already shrinking democratic spaces targeting students individually or in group as is the case with the five student of HCU. The democratic and progressive student community has responded firmly against any such suppression of the voice of dissent; however the institutional murder of Rohith calls us to intensify our struggle with more tenacity and determination.
The Fascist Hindutvawadi Modi government is the biggest threat to any progressive, democratic, rational and logical voice. In last eighteen months we have seen the cold blooded murder of Govind Pansare, Dabholkar, Kalburgi and now political murder of Rohith. Cold-blooded murder and communal riots are systematically manufactured and organised in every part of India. Venomous hatred in the name of caste, religion, race or nationality is being injected in our minds. To counter saffronization of academic institutions and shrinking democratic spaces it is important for all democratic and progressive forces to stand united. Ideological differences are indicative of a vibrant society; a society without ideological differences would be a dead society; however to preserve our spaces of ideological differences it has become mandatory for all of us to stand united against the fascist and Hindutavawadi forces; because fascist Hidutvawadi forces want no dissent, no reason, no questions, no debate but submissive silence!
We have already lost one brilliant soldier in our struggle against Brahmanical fascist forces. This is a call to every sensitive and justice loving student, youth and citizen to come forward and struggle relentlessly against casteist, autocratic, authoritarian, fascist forces and fight for justice! It’s high time, Rohith’s institutional murder is an alarm, come out! Stand United! We know the struggle is going to be long, however the immediate demands of the struggle are:

1. Punish the culprits under SC/ST Atrocities Act: Bandaru Dattatreya (Union Cabinet Minister), Alok Pandey, Appa Rao Podile (VC), Susheel Kumar, Ramchandra Rao (BJP MLC)
2. Remove Appa Rao from the post of VC
3. Employ a family member of Rohit and give his family a substantial compensation. 
4. Drop the false police cases against the Boycotted Dalit Scholars
5. Revoke the suspension immediately and unconditionally.
6. Implementation of the Thorat Committee Recommendations and formation of institutional mechanism to look into any such discrimination and social boycott against deprived sections.

Join the Protest March on 27th January, Wednesday, 01:00 p.m. From Mundi House.

LONG LIVE STUDENT UNITY! LONG LIVE ROHITH VEMULA!

Lata: 8800105101, lata.sarang@gmail.com
