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The Vice Chancellor, g C}‘}‘ Date: 24 January. 2018
Jawaharlal Nehru University.

New Delhi-110067

Sub: Reservations against Mandatory Attendance Rules

Dear Vice Chancellor,

With reference to the Circular dated 10 January 2018 (Reference No. IV/Eval.1l/28/AS/201 8/,
it is bring to your notice that after a lot of deliberation during the General Body Mecting (GBM)
held on January 17, 2018 by the concerned students of the Centre for International Politics
Organization and Disarmament (CIPOD/SIS) that we feel obliged to write you this letter
registering our opposition to the rule of mandatory attendance on a daily basis at our Center.
While we accept that bi-monthly interactions with the respective supervisors is productive for
research, however, merely signing attendance registers in person does not add to academic
excellence. In fact, CIPOD as a center already has the following systems to encourage
academic engagements:

e Progress Report to be attached with the registration form every semester during the
registration process.

e An attendance register being maintained for weekly Wednesday Seminars

e Research advisory committee for PhD students which meets often to keep a track on
the progress of research.

We the students have the following reservations to the rule for mandatory attendance:

I. No clear correlation between Academic Excellence and Physical Attendance in

Social Science Research

In contrast to the laboratory based scientific research, scholars in Social Science arc not
required to be physically present at the Centre every day. Social science rescarch instead
requires free and organic academic environment which encourages academic participation

through regular seminars and presentations etc.

5. Academic Engagements outside the Campus
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3. Anincreased bureaucratic hassle

As a result of the circular for taking due permissions for all the potential academic endeavors
like fieldwork, internships, conferences, workshops cte. from not only the respective
supervisors/chairpersons of the students but also an unidentified ‘competent authority’ remains
simply detrimental to such initiatives in addition to being quite taxing, time consuming and
puzzling for the researchers.

4. Sponsorship at Par

At the very outset, following the model of other institutes of excellence, besides select
universities overseas, must also mean an increment in the level of academic sponsorships and
scholarships awarded to the researchers. We request the authority to kindly undertake a review
of its policies regarding scholarships to researchers, at both intra and inter institutional levels.

5. Travel Time and Expenses

The circular causes additional burden on the scholar financially, where not only multiple modes
of transportation need to be availed, but on occasions, private modes, such as cab services need
to be chartered. Is then, the administration willing and eager to offer sponsorship, by way of
Travel Allowances (TA) or even consider starting a shuttle service across the city to ensure
students are not harassed and spend valuable energy to merely make it to campus for putting
their attendance.

6. Insufficient Workspaces

There is not enough space to accommodate every research scholar simultaneously at the Centre,
per the mandate of the administration. The Library for instance, at maximum capacity seats
about 1,000 students while the university rolls put the student strength at well over 8,000. How
then, does the administration genuinely expect cent percent attendance and optimum
productivity? It appears to us, prima facie, a conflict of interest.

7. Inadequate Accommodation

Itis no secret that the existing facilities of boarding and lodging can only at maximum capacity
host about 66% of all students of the university. Unsurprisingly, students thus are forced to
seek accommodation elsewhere, beyond the walls of the university. This means additional
travel time for a scholar, thereby eating into precious hours that may be otherwise dedicated to
research. Once again, is the administration willing or eager to expand the capacities of boarding
and lodging within campus to make up for the glaring shortfall?

We once again reiterate our resolve at upholding the values of the university which
have to be nurtured and fostered with care and caution. In that spirit, we do not for even a
moment believe that physical attendance that this circular demands has the potential of eliciting
academic excellence. We instead, believe that the present instructions of the university only
serve to conjure up problems, where in fact there are none. Such a step, in our most humble of




opinions, serves no other purpose apart from drying the spirit of research and enquiry that have
been the lifeblood of this esteemed institution. So, we stand united in unequivocally rejecting

the mandate, and not consenting to put our signatures validating such a measure, in both the
interest of the university as well as the average student-

Yours Truly
Student Representatives (Student-Faculty Committee)

Center for International Politics, Organization and Disarmament, School of International
Studies,

_ u\%’
Chandra Kamal Borah o "l'
- AN 201%
Rajarshee Narayan Chowdhury M 2 246l

Ravi Kumar W 9Y-0] — 2/

Tejal Khanna

Copy to:

Rector

Proctor

Dean, SIS

Chairperson, CIPOD.
Faculty Members, CIOPD.
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