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Amidst the raging controversy over the issue of compulsory attendance, the Registrar of INU
yesterday issued a document citing several legal provisions in an attempt to defend the
attendance rule. The JNUTA would like to contest the substance of this document, which
appears to be an ex post facto fabrication to justify a hastily and arbitrarily adopted decision.

The Registrar cites the provisions of four separate documents in his letter:

1. the ‘decision’ of the controversial Academic Council meeting of 1 December 2017 as
recorded in the Minutes

2. Ordinances 10 and 22 of the University

3. the UGC guidelines for fellowships

4. the Lyngdoh Committee recommendations

Regarding the first document, it must be noted that the so-called “decision” of the AC has
been repeatedly called into question not only by the faculty members who were present there
but even an external nominee of the Vice-Chancellor. The Minutes of this meeting have been
contested repeatedly since they do not accurately reflect what transpired at the meeting
regarding the issue of attendance. The controversy over attendance is now months old; yet
not once has reference ever been made to a single one of the provisions that were cited in
yesterday’s communication. Reference to these provisions at this late stage is clearly an
afterthought.

The second reference is to the University Ordinances, each of which has been in existence for
several years without mandating attendance. The Registrar has cited Ordinance 10 on the
powers and responsibilities of the Deans to maintain attendance records but he seems to have
conveniently omitted the mention of the clause which says “when these are prescribed”.
Such deliberate selective reading of the provision allows the Registrar to draw a conclusion
that is the exact opposite of what the provision read in full lays out - that the attendance rules
are not mandatory.

When citing Ordinance 22, the Registrar again fails to note that this Ordinance - enacted in
1971 - has been superceded by Ordinance 23 since 1978 for all programmes, barring
pre-degree diplomas (which are not regularly offered programmes any more). Neither
Ordinance 23 nor the ordinances relating to the other regular programmes of the University
include the attendance requirement stipulated in Ordinance 22. So a provision cited in an
Ordinance that was applicable to some specific programme long ago is sought to be made
applicable to all current programmes in the university. This selective reading and skewed
interpretation of the Ordinances on the part of the Registrar, if inadvertent, cannot be
excused, and if deliberate, are nothing short of devious.

Next, the Registrar uses the UGC guidelines to argue that these can be interpreted to mean
that it is mandatory for research scholars to sign on attendance registers every day. He,
however, ignores the very simple fact that if the guidelines (and these are guidelines, not



regulations) really were to imply that, they could have explicitly stated so — but they do not. It
is also pertinent to note that these particular clauses of the UGC rules are applicable to those
who avail the Junior or Senior Research Fellowships and not on all research students.

Last, the Registrar has rather conveniently overlooked the fact that there is a Supreme Court
Order dated 2011 that qualifies the applicability of the Lyngdoh Committee
recommendations to JNUSU elections, specifically providing an exception on the attendance
requirement on the grounds that attendance is not maintained in JNU.

Such a miscalculated attempt on the part of the administration to defend the indefensible is
damaging to its credibility. The notifications and orders on compulsory attendance must be
withdrawn immediately.
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